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ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE ROYAL 
 Experience the thrill of flight and support the Flying Doctor 

 

Australians are encouraged to experience the thrill of flight on 24-25 October in 

support of the Royal Flying Doctor Service Australia (RFDS).  The Model 

Aeronautical Association of Australia will play host to Australian Model Flying Day.  

The day will see model aircraft clubs across the country take to the skies to show 

their support for the important work of the Flying Doctor. 

“Flying a model aircraft is a fast-growing family sport and the MAAA are encouraging 

people to get out to a local club, learn more about the sport and show their support 

for the Royal Flying Doctor Service,” Mr Tank said. 

“From high-speed pylon racing to jet planes, gliders or helicopters, model aircraft 

provide an adrenalin rush and let you experience the thrill of flight. 

“Australian Model Flying Day gives people the opportunity to see these planes in 

action, operated by skilled pilots,” he said. 

“At some clubs you will see breathtaking aerobatics, or gas turbine-powered jet 

aircraft that can reach 350 kilometres per hour.  

“Others will display the latest in multi-rotor aircraft, or you’ll see the impressive old 

war birds, there’s something for everyone.” 

The MAAA is the largest aeromodelling organisation in Australia and encourages and 

supports Australians to enjoy aeromodelling in a safe and fun environment. There are 

more than 300 MAAA clubs and 11,000 members across the country.  

“Because model aircraft are now readily available, many people buy them to fly in a 

local park.  

“They soon discover that flying is quite a challenge and may become disheartened. 

We’re encouraging people not to give up flying. If you’re in the right environment 

flying is an exciting sport the whole family can enjoy,” Mr Tank said. 

Mr Tank said that from Western Australia to the coast of Queensland MAAA clubs 

provide a great place to learn to fly safely. 

“At our clubs you can get the best advice, instructors and knowledge base so you 

can safely learn to fly and enjoy your sport.  



 

 

 

 

“You can undertake pilot training, get your wings, or even become an Instructor or 

Inspector,” he said. 

Martin Laverty, CEO of RFDS Australia welcomes the MAAA’s fundraising efforts. 

“The Flying Doctor has been servicing country Australia for almost 90 years now, 

with 63 planes and 22 aero-bases across Australia. Our waiting room of 71.5 million 

square kilometres is the largest in the world, with the RFDS providing 24-hour 

aeromedical emergency services that can reach across this vast continent, no matter 

how remote, within 2 hours flying time”, Martin Laverty said. 

“Combined with telehealth consultations, fly-in fly-out GP and Nurse clinics, mobile 

dental services, patient transfers, and a myriad of other health services, the RFDS is 

constantly working to close the gap on health outcome disparities between those 

living in rural and remote areas and those living in the city”  

Every year, the Flying Doctor flies the equivalent of 10 times to the moon and back, 

providing emergency and medical services. 

“We are thankful for the ongoing strong support we have from the MAAA and 

individual plane enthusiasts around the country, which helps keep the Flying Doctor 

flying”, Martin Laverty said. 

The MAAA reminds Australians that the Civil Aviation Safety Authority states: 

•    You must fly an aircraft within your line of site  

•    You must not fly closer than 30 meters to vehicles, boats, buildings or people 

•    You must not fly over populated areas 

•    You shouldn’t fly within 5.5km of an airport  

•    It’s illegal to fly for money or economic reward unless you have a license from 

CASA and; 

•    You must fly no higher than 120m from the ground 

Flying at an MAAA club will help you to comply with these regulations. If you decide 

to join the MAAA, you will also have the added benefit of the protection and peace of 

mind that their comprehensive insurance coverage offers. 

You can find a club near you at http://www.maaa.asn.au  

What:        Australian Model Flying Day  

When:    24 – 25 October 2015 

Where:     Various locations and times across the country 

Visit www.maaa.asn.au to find a club near you 

Cost:        Buy a $5 badge to support the Royal Flying Doctor Services 


